
Italy and China: a growing collaboration

The economic, industrial and especially technological sectors continue to grow in China. This growth is possible 
thanks to research and innovation. Chinese universities are indeed leading the way. This is confirmed by the fact 
that, according to the OECD, by 2030 27% of graduates from all over the world will come from China. 
China wants to become a highly technological industrial power in the next future by implementing the “Made in 
China 2025” plan. China has quintupled its spending on research and development. As stated in the Annual Report 
of the Research Centre of the Italy China Foundation (CeSIF), since 1996 this expenditure has increased by over 38 
times, with an average annual growth rate of 20%. The ongoing changes in China increase the demands for quality 
products and technological know-how, namely Italy’s strong points. This is why our companies have to remain 
competitive and invest in research to consolidate Italian leadership in the production of high value added products 
and components. The relationship between Italy and China must also be cultivated in the perspective of “Road to 
50”. It is the path of collaboration that will lead to the 50th anniversary of bilateral relations in 2020. Thus, the Italy 
China Foundation has committed since 2003 to fulfill its role of “bridge” between the two countries and to support 
the Italian model in China by adapting to the dynamic and constantly changing Chinese context . 
A Memorandum of Understanding for business cooperation was signed within the Sicab Project, during the visit of a 
delegation of the Ministry of Industry and Information Technology. The contracting parties are the Italian company 
Senini Srl, leader in the production of flooring and blocks for the green building, and the Chinese Jilin Jixiang Energy 
Management Co.Ltd, an important group that mainly deals with the production of central heating systems. The MOU, 
signed at the Ecomondo Fair in Rimini, focuses on transferring Senini’s technological know-how and experience to 
Jixiang Energy Management. 
The field on which we must compete is that of scientific and technological innovation. This is one of the sectors 
that plays a fundamental role in the relations between Italy and China. Exchanges and joint projects between our 
companies continue to grow. The goal is that the growth of the Chinese industrial system goes together with an even 
closer integration and interaction with Italian products and technologies.
Thanks for joining us. We promise to keep you up to date on our website www.sicab.net and on our social
  @sicabItaly e   @sicab.sinoitalian.capacitybuilding.

A BRIDGE BETWEEN ITALY AND CHINA

Editorial

02

http://www.sicab.net
https://twitter.com/SicabItalyChina
https://twitter.com/SicabItalyChina
https://www.facebook.com/sicab.sinoitalian.capacitybuilding/
https://www.facebook.com/sicab.sinoitalian.capacitybuilding/


Experience and new points of view Italian and European best practices
Wei Dong was the Project Officer from Chinese side  
for the course “Radioactive Waste and Nuclear Plants 
Decommissioning” (October 2018). After earning 
PH.D in Particle and Nuclear Physics at Peking 
University in 2010, he worked as nuclear and radiation 
safety inspector in Chinese National Nuclear Safety 
Administration for 8 years. At the beginning of 2019, 
he has been nominated as section chief in the Division 
which is in charge of cooperation with Asian and African 
countries, Ministry of Ecology and Environment (MEE).

Flaviano Bruno holds a Master’s Degree in Nuclear 
Engineering from the University of Rome “La Sapienza”, 
and possesses more than 20 years of experience within 
the nuclear sector, including national and international 
activities. Bruno is currently responsible for the 
Radioactive Waste and Nuclear Material Management 
within the Engineering and Radiation Protection 
department.

Francesco Troiani, Director of Sogin Development and 
Technology Innovation Department, contributed to 
this interview.What is your opinion on the Sicab training course 

you have attended in Italy?

“The colleague of Italy prepared everything related to 
the training courses very carefully. During the training, 
our delegation members have learnt a lot from diverse 
courses in terms of classroom teaching, site and lab 
visiting. What is more valuable is that Sicab training 
course has provided us the opportunity to communicate 
with the experts, researchers and engineers in the field of 
nuclear plants decommissioning and radioactive waste 
management. Overall, all courses were rich, meaningful 
and brought us a very new perspective, which exactly 
we expected”.

Following this experience, how does this training 
program align with your business activities? 

“Italy was one of the first countries to build and 
decommission nuclear installations. The research and 
industrial sectors have accumulated lots of experiences 
in these areas. At present, China has many nuclear power 
units in operation or under constructions. 40 years later, 
we will face the same problems of decommissioning 
and radioactive waste management as what our 
Italian colleagues faced to at present. Basically, all 
the topics and contents of the training courses are 

You have participated in two Sicab training courses, 
in China and in Italy. What is your opinion of the 
Sicab project?

“These training courses dealt with a great amount of 
technical and organizational knowledge regarding the 
nuclear decommissioning. The trainees were delegates 
from the National Nuclear Safety Administration (NNSA) 
and from its Technical Support Organization (TSO). The 
training contents were the result of both the Italian 
and the European experiences. They were presented 
according to the University-Industry-Government 
model.
The Chinese management system could take advantage 
of the Italian experience and the Italian advanced 
development of a system approach. The Chinese 
government has embarked on an impressive nuclear 
power development plan. However, radioactive waste 
management and decommissioning are still at an early 
stage.
The development plan and the two Sicab training 
courses created the conditions for further collaborations 
and development opportunities for other national 
institutions”.
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aligned with our work very well. The knowledge and 
experience were surely used and will be the essential 
part of our work in the predictable future. For instance, 
some of the requirements should be considered during 
the design and operation of nuclear facilities, hence 
benefit decommissioning many years later. During this 
training, lots of decommissioning practices were shared 
and discussed. These knowledge of decommissioning 
practices help us to carry out further research on that 
issue”. 

What are the key elements you have treasured? 

“We are aware that the decommissioning of nuclear 
facilities and the relevant waste management is a 
very demanding work of experience and technology. 
According to international decommissioning practices 
and the related research, nuclear facilities should adopt 
measures to facilitate decommissioning during design 
and operation, which is quite important to ensure 
decommissioning safety, reduce technical difficulty, 
shorten decommissioning time period and save 
decommissioning costs. We will do some researches 
focusing on this topic in the near future”.

You had the opportunity to visit some of the Italian 
most important nuclear sites. Would you share the 
most interesting aspects you learned through these 
visits?

“At present, we are carrying out research on the 
requirements for facilitating decommissioning. 
During the facility visit, we discussed the difficulties 
encountered with in the decommissioning of the Italian 
nuclear power plants. These experience feedback 
of decommissioning are very useful for our current 
research. Italian experts are always willing to share 
knowledge and experiences. The nuclear sites selected 
are important and representative. After training, we 
have prepared a very detailed summary with all the 
important information and the suggestions, and we 
have already shared this report and the course slides 
with our colleagues”.

Following your participation in the training courses, 
what are the differences in the Italian and Chinese 
approaches on which the delegation focused the 
most?

“From a technical point of view, it became clear that 
there are many differences in the approaches. These 
regard the safety management approach and its 
regulation. The comparison between the two systems 
particularly increased the delegates’ desire to further 
study Italian and European Best practices.
Even under short time constraint, it was possible to 
build a positive collaboration. The delegates were eager 
to participate, especially during the discussions of the 
lessons learned”.

You have accompanied the Chinese delegation to 
visit some of the Italian most important nuclear 
sites. What aspects was the delegation interested in 
during these visits?

“The delegation was mostly interested in new plants, 
and in the description and the reasons why the adopted 
technical solutions were chosen. The delegates also 
focused on safety evaluation and radioprotection. They 
paid a special attention to the radiological risk posed 
during different stages of the plant decommissioning”.

What are the next major challenges China will face 
in nuclear field? 

“More than 40 power units are under construction and 
other nuclear auxiliary buildings still have to be built. 
It will be necessary to create a solid organizational 
structure to manage both safety and radioactive waste, 
before these plants start and end operating.
Following the great development of the nuclear sector, 
China will have to face, in the next future, social, 
communication and acceptance issues. Therefore, the 
Italian experience could be an excellent example China 
could follow”.



Our courses Chinese institutions Calendar

“Environmental management and 
climate change” Beijing Environmental Protection Bureau 5 May 2019 - 18 May 2019 

Italy

“Environmental management and 
the ability to integrate sustainable 
development principles and technologies 
into their decision-making process”

Shanghai Environmental Protection 
Bureau

May 2019
China

“Nuclear waste management” Ministry of Ecology and Environment 26 May 2019 - 8 June 2019
Italy

“Case studies on Italian and European 
experiences on environmental 
management”

Shanghai Environmental Protection 
Bureau

16 June 2019 - 29 June 2019
Italy

 www.sicab.net
 sicab@fondazione.polimi.it

  @sicabItaly 
   @sicab.sinoitalian.capacitybuilding 

Politecnico di Milano is the leader of the Sicab programme and is responsible for the project management. It manages 
scientific contents and the capacity building activities.
Euro-Mediterranean Center on Climate Change (CMCC) contributes to the training of Sicab’s Chinese participants with 
the provision of specific training courses.
Italy China Foundation organizes business-matching events and complementary activities to the capacity building 
courses.
Fondazione Politecnico di Milano provides support for the management and coordination of all project stages and 
implements communication strategies.
Università degli Studi di Roma “La Sapienza” and its Department of Civil, Construction and Environmental Engineering 
(DICEA) provides some specific training courses.

Project partners

Training offer

http://www.sicab.net
http://www.sicab.net
mailto:sicab%40fondazione.polimi.it?subject=
mailto:sicab%40fondazione.polimi.it?subject=
https://twitter.com/SicabItalyChina
https://twitter.com/SicabItalyChina
https://www.facebook.com/sicab.sinoitalian.capacitybuilding/
https://www.facebook.com/sicab.sinoitalian.capacitybuilding/

