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Course Description 

This module aims at discussing the relationships among higher education institutions, research centers and 
the socio-economic landscape in which they operate. This topic is crucial for the sustainable development of 
economies and societies. Fruitful collaboration among these stakeholders investing in the human capital and 
research can emerge, in the form of science parks, innovation districts and structural partnerships. 
Starting from the traditional models of collaboration between the key actors - the “triple helix” framework  
(university-industry-government relationships) - the analysis will move towards most recent and innovative 
experiences where the role of public policies is intertwined with purposeful actions taken by higher education 
institutions and research centers.  
Milan is a wonderful eco-system where the strategy of geographically locating universities, government and 
private research centres became reality; in particular, Politecnico di Milano is at the heart of this 
development and plays a pivotal role in the design of structural, long-term partnerships with public and 
private institutions.  
The course wants to provide participants examples of wider collaborations between local governments, 
research centers, universities and the context around them, so that they can evaluate whether and how some 
of these experiences can be replicated in their contexts. 
The lectures will cover three major topics, namely Politecnico di Milano and its policies, the relations between 
universities and communities, and the Milan eco-system. The examples about the specific activities 
implemented by Politecnico di Milano represent a concrete way of demonstrating public/private 
partnerships in action. Then, the trainers will investigate the role of universities and the theoretical and 
practical reasons why universities should be interested in establishing good relations with their communities. 
Eventually, the trainer will take into account the Milan eco-system as an extraordinary example of the 
realization of the theoretical aspects.  
 

  



Trainer’s biography 

 

Bruno Dente is presently Honorary Professor at Politecnico di Milano where he 

was, until his retirement in 2016, full professor of Public Policy Analysis. At 

Politecnico, he served as President of the Internal Evaluation Unit from 2001 to 

2009 and as Member of the Board of Directors from 2010 to 2015.   

After the degree cum laude in law in 1969 he worked as a researcher and teacher 

in different institutions including the University of Bologna and the National 

School of Administration. He has been Visiting Researcher and Visiting Professor 

in France, Germany, Spain, Switzerland and United Kingdom.  

He acted as advisor to different national ministers and in 2016 he was appointed Special Commissioner at 

the National School of Administration.  

His main fields of interest are environmental policy, regional and local government, policy evaluation, urban 

innovation, administrative reform. He authored or edited more than 20 books and more than 200 articles 

and chapters.  

 


